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We are back*
*Some sports are back physically

Adrianna Fuentes, Javier Murillo, Zoe Del Manzano
Staff writer

Girls Soccer

We all know that every 
high school event 
and sport has been 
shut down because 

of COVID-19, but that didn’t stop 
girls’ soccer. “During the pandem-
ic, we were having meetings on 
Zoom. We talked about our posi-
tions and what our plans were if we 
were going to have a season. Most 

of us, individually of course, were 
trying our best to stay in shape,” 
said Natalia Ahumada. 
 On Mar. 9, the school 
board approved that sports could 
go back physically. You know what 
that means...girls’ soccer is back 
in the game. They started practice 
during spring break.
 There are some rules and 
safety precautions that need to be 
followed which makes practices 
different. 
 “It does feel a bit different, 
I’m definitely happy to be able to 
play and practice with the team 

Taking the field: Not only was this one of 
the first official practices of a sport in the 
COVID era, but it is also the first official 
action shot taken by a publication student. 
Brianda Luis managed to snap a few photos 
before being asked to leave...the school 
would not let publications take photos.  
From left are: Kaylei Sandoval, Debanhi Gar-
za, and Danielle Ascencio (with the ball).

Continued on page 8
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March Madness
Bruins win in several competitions

Ismael Gonzalez, Zoe Del Manzano, Kristina Del Manzano
Staff writers

Continued to page 3

F
ootball, also known as 
soccer in some regions, 
has proven successful in 
making peoples’ dreams 
come true around the 

world. That certainly was the case 
for Gwenyth Williford.
 Earlier this year, Gwenyth 
signed her letter of intent to play 
soccer with her dream school, War-
ner Pacific University, in Portland, 
Oregon, where they will set her up 

for her 
path to 
success. 
 “ T h e 
contract 
is re-
n e w e d 
e v e r y 
year, but 
I plan to 
stay for 
all four 
years, as 

I see it benefiting me in the long 
run. The school is supportive, the 
professors and environment are 
wonderful. Not only do most of 
the professors have contacts with 
other cities, but they can also help 
me set up with internships and 
put me on the right path for grad 
schools!”   
 Gwenyth learned in August 
that she will receive a full, four-year 
scholarship.
 This bright girl with an even 
brighter future plans on going to 
a grad school in order to major in 
biology and apply to a veterinary 
school. It wasn’t so easy, however, 
to obtain that dream. She has been 
in contact with the head coach 
since the summer before her junior 
year in order to meet the require-
ments for a scholarship and show-
case her soccer talents. 
 Not only were Gwenyth’s 
friends supportive of her, but her 

parents as well. In fact, it was her 
father who signed her up to play 
soccer at the ripe old age of four-
years old. 
 “Without their endless sup-
port, I wouldn’t have gotten all the 
opportunities I had that have al-
lowed me to pursue my dreams.” 

T
he 2021 HOBY winner, 
Madison Lopez, said, “It 
felt really satisfying win-
ning the HOBY award, 
like all my hard work be-

ing a leader paid off.”
 Madison, a sophomore, will 
be our representative. She was 
amazed and relieved to have her 
hard work acknowledged. Being 
able to win this award was surpris-
ing because she had known who 

Pencil, Pen and Brush poetry  representatives
T

hree juniors will repre-
sent BHS in the district’s 
42nd annual Pencil, Pen 
and Brush to be held on 
May 19.

 Carolina Escobedo, Gissele 
Ruiz, and Miriam Montes De Oca 
submitted a poem of their choice 
just before spring break. The En-

glish department selected the win-
ners out of 40 entries. All three are 
in Mrs. Desrocher’s English 3 class.
 All three poems were per-
sonal. Gissele Ruiz said, “The 
thing that inspired my poem was 
the journey and hardships that my 
grandpa faced when he was told 
he had stage 3 sarcoma cancer. He 

battled it for four years until he lost 
his battle and passed. So I wanted 
to write something to commem-
orate his life in the last couple of 
years he had with my family and I.”
 Miriam Montes De Oca’s 
grandfather also inspired her to 
write. “My grandpa inspired me 
Continued on page 9/Poems on page 7



the other contenders were.
 “I knew that Yoselin (Ramirez) wanted to get 
that award, but I’m not sure about anybody else.”  
There were 17 who nominated for the award and two 
who completed the entire process: Yoselin and Madi-
son.  The Colton Women’s Club sponsors the event.
 The HOBY award (Hugh O’Brian Youth Award) 
recognizes those who show great leadership skills and 
show their devotion to the group. Over 10,000 soph-
omores compete for the privilege of attending the 

leadership conference.  Madi-
son had to apply, write an es-
say, and be interviewed by the 
Women’s Club.

  “To show that I was a 
leader, I always took control in 
situations like soccer games 
or school projects. As a cap-
tain for both my club team and 
high school team, I am pretty 
used to being a figure of lead-

ership,” said Madison.
  Counselor Heather Butterworth is in 
charge of the contest. “The essays and the interviews 
were of superior quality! The ladies were on time and 
professionally dressed, and very articulate. At a time 
when it is difficult for most students to even keep up 
with their schoolwork, these ladies went above and 
beyond!
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Hoby winning essay

Effective vs. Ineffective Leaders
 by Madison Lopez

C
esar Chavez, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and 
Barack Obama, are all prominent figures that 
everyone recognizes and admires for their lead-
ership abilities. Leaders are many things but the 
most important is their ability to guide others 

to success. People in society tend to be leaders who work 
hard to make a difference. Take for example Bill Gates who 
created a multi-billion dollar company and in turn paved the 
way for an age of technological advancements. 
 Everyone has the potential to be a leader, however, 
the effectiveness of their role differs between individuals. 
A strong and effective leader is somebody who shows re-

spect for not only themselves but for others and will take 
responsibility for their actions.
 The distinct divide between an effective and inef-
fective leader is displayed within their characteristics. A 
good leader relies on goodwill while still being a respect-
able figure who can command a crowd with their pres-
ence. Generating enthusiasm is another important factor 
in being a good leader. 
 A personal example of this comes from being 
a captain on my club soccer team. In order to generate 
enthusiasm for our 3-mile run, I had to use inspirational 
phrases like “we got this” and “keep going” to inspire 
the team. Even though we were physically exhausted and 
ready to throw in the towel, I mentally strengthened my 
team to focus on our end goal. Leaders accept blame and 
always take responsibility for their own and others’ mis-
takes. If my team would have stopped running, then the 
blame would be fully placed on me because I was unable 
to motivate them to cross the finish line. The ability to own 
up to our faults is an essential trait of leadership.
 A leader can not complain and lead at the same 
time, they must set an example of openness and unity. 
Rather than generate enthusiasm bad leaders issue ultima-
tums.
 Threats can not be the basis of leadership because 
it will result in conflict and fear. For instance, if I had said 
“Keep running or else you will be kicked off the team,” 
then this would have created a negative and fearful envi-
ronment. An ineffective leader will take credit for others’ 
success instead of sharing the accolade. To illustrate, when 
I was assigned to a group engineering project and we won 
first place for our grade level, I was tasked to be the leader 
of the group. As a good leader, I gave credit to my other 
group members instead of being selfish and only portray-
ing myself as the sole contributor. Crediting the success to 
the entire team made me more of an inclusive leader and 
ultimately allowed for unity within the group.
 The best leaders have distinguishable characteris-
tics that set them apart from others such as responsibility, 
respect, and the ability to unite the masses. Being a leader 
prepares you for the challenges life throws your way and 
makes you resilient.
 Leading a group is difficult but as they say “what 
doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” The best leaders care 
for their peers. Great leaders make a difference in society.

Continued from page 2
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became one of the most traded stocks on the market. 
The sudden explosion of GameStop stock value surprised 
many, causing losses for hedge funds and other investors 
who were initially short selling; eventually resulting in the 
popular stock trading app, Robinhood, to restrict users 
from trading GameStop stock.

Spilling the beans
 On Mar. 7, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, Duch-
ess of Sussex, sat down with Oprah and discussed the 
“inner truth” about the royal family. 
The couple revealed that certain fam-
ily members had concerns regarding 
the skin tone of the couple’s son and 
condemned English media as racist. 
(Markle is part black). During the inter-
view, Meghan made it clear that she 
had been battling depression. She also felt the royal fam-
ily didn’t take their security concerns seriously. The cou-
ple stated that it was then they made the tough decision 
to step down away from their duties and responsibilities. 
They are now living in Santa Barbara, California.

Award season starts
 The 2021 Grammys, originally scheduled for Jan. 
finally went live on Mar. 14. Everyone that attended this 
event stayed six feet apart and in masks. The award cer-
emony took place outside, while the performances took 
place inside the Staples Center. Attendance was a lot low-
er; many celebrities who would have normally attended 
stayed home. The Grammys opened up with Harry Styles 
and ended with BTS. Beyonce received the most awards 
with four. Taylor Swift won Album of the Year for Folklore. 
Billie Eilish won Record of the Year for Everything I Want-
ed, and Megan Thee Stallion won Best New Artist (only the 
second female rapper to do so).

New source of pollution
 On Apr. 7, New Jersey’s Clean Ocean Action re-
leased its annual trash tally from the US. The shore the 
group removed 1,113 masks and other 
virus-related PPE (personal protection 
equipment). More than 170,000 items of 
PPE were collected by volunteers around 
the world. Masks now make up 80% of 
the total waste of the ocean worldwide. 
A clean-up day in San Diego netted 413 latex gloves and 
more than 700 single-use surgical masks.

Death of a Prince
 Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and 
husband to Queen Elizabeth ll has died. He 
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What's in the news
World Champions, finally
 On Oct. 27, Dodger fans let loose after the LA 
team won the World Series, defeating the Tampa Bay Rays 
in six games. Julio Urías struck out Adames in the top of 
the ninth leaving Dodgers and fans with tears of joy. But it 
wasn’t without controversy. Before 
the World Series champs win, third 
baseman Justin Turner was pulled 
prior to the eighth inning after re-
ceiving a positive COVID-19 test and 
then celebrated on the field without 
a mask. Corey Seager was presented with the World Series 
MVP trophy. 

Young talent
 Amanda Gorman is the youngest poet to read at 
a presidential inauguration; she read her poem, The Hill 
We Climb at President Biden’s swearing in ceremony on 
Jan. 20. The 23-year old Gorman grew up in Los Angeles, 
California and attended Harvard University. 
She was awarded the very first title of Nation-
al Youth Poet Laureate in 2017 for her origi-
nal poem, The Hill We Climb.  She is also the 
executive director of an organization called 
One Pen One Page and the first poet commis-
sioned to write a poem to read at the Superbowl.

It’s called a brake, not break
 On Feb. 23 Tiger Woods was involved in a serious 
car accident. He was going 87mph in a 45mph zone, was 
unable to negotiate a curve, hit a tree, then rolled down a 
hill. He suffered serious injuries to his leg and did not recall 
the crash happening. The LA County sheriff’s department 
did not press any charges because there was no evidence 
of reckless driving. However, an empty pharmaceutical 
bottle was found in a backpack at the scene of the crash 
with no label or indication of what was inside it. The inves-
tigation concluded that Woods did not apply the brakes 
nor correct his steering before hitting the median.

Gamestop
 In Jan., the stock prices for the video game retail-
er, GameStop, shot up over 8000 percent. Amateur inter-
net investors on Reddit, specifically on the community, r/
wallstreetbets,  a community dedicated to stock trading, 
jumped on GameStop and bought shares in mass. Once 
news of the value increase began to spread online on apps 
such as Discord, the price went up as high as $380 and 

Vlad Barrera, Madison Barrera
News editors



to have a recall vote. Voters can expect a recall vote in Oct. 
or Nov. 

Disneyland re-opens
 Apr. 30 marks the grand reopening of Disneyland 
Resort. In order to get into the park, you must have both a 
park reservation and a valid ticket. Face masks are required 
along with temperature screenings for certain entries in 
the park. Disneyland Park and Disneyland California Ad-
venture park plan to enforce these 
modifications to accommodate for 
visitor’s safety. Downtown Disney 
is still available to visit but with a 
few exceptions. A select few of 
dining and retail locations will be 
opened. New rides being featured are Star Wars: Rise of 
the Resistance, Jessie’s Critter Carousel, and Inside Out 
Emotional Whirlwind.

A mass of mass shootings
 On Mar. 16 in Atlanta, Georgia, eight people were 
shot and killed. The shooter, Robert Aaron Long, went to 
multiple spas and massage parlors and shot the massage 
parlor workers and some customers. Six of the victims were 
Asian women. He has been charged with eight counts of 
murder. According to police, Long said he was motivated 
by a sexual addiction that was at odds with his religious be-
liefs. He had previously spent time in an evangelical treat-
ment clinic for sex addiction.
 On Mar. 31, four people were killed, including a 
child at a business complex in Orange. Aminadab Gaxiola 
Gonzalez entered the real estate business at 5:30 pm. It 
is believed that Gonzalez knew the victims and this was a 
business relationship gone deadly. The nine-year old boy 
may have been at the business and not in school because 
of COVID shutdowns. The gunman survived and is in jail.
 On Apr. 7, Ex-NFL player Phillip Adams killed seven 
people in Rocky Hill, South Carolina. Phillip forced his way 
into Dr. Robert Lesslie’s home, killing him and his family, 
which then led him to killing himself. Adams played for San 
Francisco, Oakland Raiders, Seattle Seahawks, New York 
Jets, and Atlanta Falcons. No one is sure why Adams went 
on such a deadly spree, but speculation is that he may have 
suffered from CTE (Chronic traumatic encephalopathy). Dr. 
Lessile had been treating Adams for a football injury.
 On Apr. 15 in Indianapolis at a FedEx ground fa-
cility,  19-year old former employee, Brandon Scott Hole, 
went into his former workplace and shot and killed eight 
workers and injured seven, and then committed suicide. 
This event has put FedEx company on high alert. 

passed away on Apr.9, at Windsor Castle in Windsor, Unit-
ed Kingdom at 99 years old. He was one of five siblings, 
being the only son to Princess Alice and Prince Andrew of 
Greece. He married Queen Elizabeth in 1947; their mar-
riage lasting 74 years. In 1937, Prince Philip joined the Roy-
al Navy during WWII, which he served for 14 years.

Vaccine complications
 The Johnson & Johnson vaccine has been paused 

by the CDC due to complications. A 
rare occurrence of blood clotting has 
made Johnson & Johnson the topic 
of many conversations regarding vac-
cinations. As of Apr. 12, fifteen wom-
en have reported these side effects. 
There has now been a first report of a 

man who has experienced the same. Such side effects have 
caused him to be hospitalized in the Bay Area on April 26.

Harry Potter actress dies
 Helen Elizabeth McCrory was born on Aug. 17, 
1968. She was an English actress who started her stage 
career in a play called The Importance Of Being Earnest. 
She did a lot of stage work which got her no-
ticed. In 1994, she hit her big major role in The 
Interview With A Vampire.” 
 She is best known for her role in the 
Harry Potter series as Narcissa Malfoy. Helen 
passed away on April 16.  The cause of death 
was from cancer at the age of 52. She leaves 
behind her husband, actor Damian Lewis, and two children.

Verdict
 On April 20, police officer Derek Chauvin was 
found guilty of third-degree murder of George Floyd.  The 
Minneapolis police officer, who pressed his knee to Floyd’s 
neck for 9 minutes and 29 seconds while George Floyd was 
handcuffed face down in the street. The death caused mas-
sive rioting and looting in several big cities and brought 
Black Lives Matter to the front stage. It is believed that the 
verdict will be appealed. 

Recall gets approval
 A recall is an action powered by voters who signed 
a petition in support of removing an elected official from 
office. The handling of the coronavirus by Gov. Gavin New-
som was the start of the dissatisfaction with his job per-
formance. People also feel he has 
not done enough to address the 
rising homeless rates in the state 
and the high tax rate. As of Apr. 
26, there have been over 1.6 mil-
lion signatures collected, enough 
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The play must go on
Drama dept. combines with GTHS to produce spring play

Aracely Gomez, Azucena Gonzalez
Staff writers

L
ast year’s 
play was 
canceled as 
the start of 
COVID lock-
down began. 
This year, the 
show did go 
on, virtual-

ly and in conjunction with 
GTHS.
 “I decided to do a 
virtual play during the pan-
demic to give students an 
outlet for their creativity 
while still maintaining a safe 
distance. Although virtual 
was the best way of having 
students film their scenes 
on their own, we still met as 
a cast, had rehearsals after 
school and did cast bonding 
activities,” said Taylor Rich-
ardson. 
 Four BHS stu-
dents were selected to 
participate: Lyndin (Lillian) 
Ramirez, Adam Nery, Jar-
ed Nery, and Maximilliano 
Ruiz for a very appropriate-

ly named play 10 Ways To 
Survive Life In A Quaran-
tine. The play went virtual 
on April 30 and was free if 
you signed up. Unfortunate-
ly if you missed it, there is 
no way at this time to see it.
 “We chose to do a 
play about the pandemic 
because it really resonated 
with what everyone was go-
ing through for the last year 
and a half,” said Mrs. Rich-
ardson. 
 It is safe to say that 
people like the theme and 
had some great things to 
say about it. 
  “I feel like it fits well 
with what’s going on during 
COVID while also putting a 
comedic spin to hopefully 
lift some spirits up,” said 
Adam. 
  “I think it’s about 
perseverance and mak-
ing it through a hard time 
despite the struggle that 
comes with it. Our play re-
ally makes something funny 

out of a dark situation to 
try and show that we can 
get through this. No matter 
how you deal with it we will 
all get through and make it 
to better times. I personally 
like it a lot. It’s very hope-
ful,” said Lyndin.
 Characters in plays 
can be very interesting, just 
like the ones in this play. 
Adam said, “I’m the host 
so all I really have to do is 
be me and dress like a host 
would.” 
 Lyndin has two 
characters. Jeff who he 
thinks “looks more crazy 
and messy while still keep-
ing an air of authority.” And 
Andrew “would be a more 
put together scholarly look-
ing kid with glasses and an 
overall neat look.” 
 Lyndin loves that he 
can make Andrew as dra-
matic as he can while still 
enjoying making Jeff as cra-
zy and fun at the same time. 
Adam Nery loves that he is 
able to just be himself and 
talk to the cohost. 
 Lyndin’s favorite 
line in the play is, “Do you 
know who you’re talking 
to? I am Jeff, overlord of 
the….“ 
 When being part of 
a play there can be some 
big challenges you’ll have 
to face. 
 “The biggest chal-

lenge I had was memorizing 
my lines without the motiva-
tion and repetition of run-
ning through my scene with 
the cast. I also memorized 
my parts a lot slower than I 
usually do,” said Lyndin.
 Adam had a similar 
challenge but with a twist. 
“The biggest challenge I 
would say is trying to say my 
lines without the interaction 
with the other cast mates.”
 Putting together a 
play isn’t easy, but maybe 
putting up a virtual play is 
the complete opposite. 
 ”I thought the play 
was going to be easy since 
we’ll it’s online and I didn’t 
have to do it live. One of the 
plus sides is I get to record 
it by myself so if I mess up 
no one would really see it,” 
said Adam. 
 “I thought the play 
was going to be challenging 
to do virtually but some of 
the difficulties of being in 
front of people and having 
one shot to get your part 
completely correct would 
be lifted. Because it’s a vir-
tual play you could do as 
many takes as you want-
ed until you got it how you 
wanted,” said Lyndin.
 

Lyndin (Lilian) Ramirez and Jar-
ed Nery two of the four cast 
members of 10 Ways To Survive 
Life In A Quarantine.
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The play must go on
Drama dept. combines with GTHS to produce spring play PP&B Entries

SPORTS
Todo Está Bien

By Carolina Escobedo
I remember the day we called 911.
Seeing them roll you away into the ambulance as you moaned in pain.
I remember mom calling from the hospital and her saying, “Todo está bien mija, but he’ll need     
 surgery in a few weeks.”
That entire day without you was as if my life had stopped.
I realized in such a short moment that I can not live without you.
The next day as I traveled up towards the eighth floor my heart beated uncontrollably 
 as I got nearer to you.
Tears blurred my eyes as I opened the door and saw you on that cold hospital bed.
I remember you holding my hand and telling me, “Todo está bien mija ya no llores”. 
The day we brought you back home was one of the happiest moments in my life and 
 felt as if my heartache had simply healed in a matter of minutes.
Counting the days before you had to return to that cold hospital bed felt like pieces of 
 me was leaving as the date got closer.
I remember the night before your surgery.
How could I forget the longest night of my life? 
Restless on my bed, not being able to sleep, and waiting for my alarm to go off.
Never being as happy as I was to hear my alarm I woke up at 5 am ready to go with you 
 and mom to the hospital.
It was a bittersweet moment when I saw you and mom in the kitchen ready to leave.
I remember seeing you with red watery eyes telling me, ”Todo va estar bien, go back to 
 bed now.”
Being terrified I might never see you again I hugged you and said, “Te amo pa.”
Waiting anxiously for news from mom to call and say ”Todo está bien” was all I needed 
 to hear. 
I remember her calling at 3 pm and tears filling my eyes with joy as I heard the news.
Seeing you half conscious on the bed I began to laugh and cry when you said, 
 “Todo está bien pero quiero un burrito I’m hungry.”

One Day
By Gissele Ruiz
  
I remember one-day Grandpa was in pain,
  tears ran down his cheeks like rain.
  The long walk down the lonesome halls,
   sitting near Grandpa waiting for his call.
  His brown hair healthy and abundant,
   suddenly began to fall
         fall
      fall
                fall
 I remember the day the doctor said, “One year, “
   we all felt the fear.
 That year suddenly turning more severe
  the doctor felt the end was near.
 I remember one-day sitting near Grandpa’s hospital bed in tears,
  I watched you. 
And 
I saw you pass away. 

From Life to Death
By Miriam Montes De Oca

I remember when you would call,
  We would play hide and seek 
even with you so   f    a     r       a      w      a       y
I remember you being a clown-
  Always telling jokes, 
  Never showing a frown
I remember the day you slowly passed
  Leaving a          hole in my heart 
        
      Deep
       t          t
Feeling my heart     s    h     a  
             e       r
Still remembering the way your body shut down
  Starting with your hands
  As cold as ice, never warming up,
  Your breath
  Slowly f a d i n g  a w a y

Angie Gomez-Angeles 
Lillian Serrano 
Yurida Vazquez 
Saul Fernandez 
Isaac Osorio 
Valeria Serrano 
Emily Alvarez-Acosta 
Antony Sanchez Mendoza 
Bernal Sanchez 
Erick Alvarez-Acosta 
Francis Guerrero 
Lorena Mancilla 
Erick Bernal Sanchez 
Antony Sanchez Mendoza 
Salvador Torres 
America Zapien 
Vanessa Garcia 
Gabriel Gonzalez 
Carina Camarillo 
Leslie Villarruel Mungia 
Gabriel Gonzalez 
Michael Sanchez 

Other reps
The following students were selected to 
represent BHS for the annual Pencil, Pen, 
and Brush contest.

Ivan Zaldivar 
Natalie Tapia 
Sarah Ponce 
Leslie Villarruel Mungia 
Gabriel Gonzalez 
Sophia Eaton 
Celeste Espinoza 
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We are back*
Continued from page 1

again although it is a little odd since we can’t get too close 
to each other and have to wear masks all the time, but 
overall I’m just happy we are allowed to play and get a 
season,” said Natalie Muro. 
 The year off did not seem to hurt them; they don’t 
need to gather their team players. In other sports, it’s diffi-
cult to gather their team players and recruit, but not girls’ 
soccer. 
 “I’m more than happy to be playing soccer again. 
There are 24 of us but some are in recovery because of 
surgeries.  However, we have more than enough players to 
able to play,” said April Campos.
 New season means new recruits. During the pan-
demic the girls’ soccer team managed to get freshmen 
girls with soccer experience onto the team.
 “High school soccer is really different from club 
soccer, but I enjoy high school soccer a lot. I made friends 
really quick and we all connected fast. What makes high 
school different from club soccer is that in high school you 
have more games and practices and you learn quicker, in 
my opinion,” said Danielle Ascencio. 
 The team has had a great start. “I think high school 
soccer is a very fun and competitive experience! It is like 
you have a second family, the team bond is amazing. We 
have won five games so far, we haven’t lost one yet, thank-
fully,” said Analyssa Huerta. 
 On May 9, the girls once again were Sunkist League 
champs with a record of 9-1. Their first playoff game will be 
held on May 12, home, against Lakewood. CIF rules allow 
1/3 of our stadium to be full.

Boys Baseball
Who cares if masks are required, the sea-

son is shorter, and the field is not quite 
game ready. The boys in blue (Bruin blue 
that is) are thrilled that the game is back 
on.

Gary Mendoza is a junior in this third year of baseball. 
“When I found out that we were going to have a season I 
was really stoked and at the same time it was hard because 
we had so little time to practice and prepare. The only dif-
ference with this season is we have to wear our masks and 
it’s much shorter. The mask protocol does bother me while 
I’m playing because I wear glasses and it fogs them up. My 
main position this season is pitching or wherever I am need-

ed on the field. I look forward to finishing off this season 
well and to play again next year.”
 The boys are off to a decent start, with a 3-3 record 
so far. Normally, the team would start practicing in August 
with games starting in February.  The teams would play 16 
league games, but with COVID that has been cut to 10.
 Junior Isaac Chavez said, “Out of all the three 
years, this year is the most different one yet. We were only 
able to get four weeks of practice before the season start-
ed. This season honestly felt very rushed. Besides this, I 
was very excited when they announced that we were able 
to have a season. When it comes to the masks, it definitely 
bothers me a lot when I play. I wear glasses and when I 
breathe heavy it fogs up my glasses. Hopefully next season 
is much better and we can get our full practice and games.
 But for seniors, short season, fogged glasses, and 
a lack of practice it’s all still great.  Gerardo Alcazar said, 
”When the district announced that we were allowed to 
have a season I was really happy because it is my last sea-
son and I wanted to enjoy it. The only difference this year 
is having to play with a facemask on; it does bother me and 
makes it very difficult to breathe. My positions this sea-
son are right field and pitching. I’m very happy to play but 
as the season comes to an end, I’m getting sad because 
this is my last season, I’m really going to miss my friends 
and all the memories I’ve made at baseball over these four 
years. The baseball program has become my family over 
the years and it’s a bond that will never be broken.”

Poms at the ready
N

ew uniforms, fresh new poms, and brand new 
shoes. The cheer team will finally be able to 
show off what they had been learning (and 
spending money on). The girls on the team 
have been practicing on google meets since 
Oct. 7. But their first physical outing was 

April 14 for baseball.
 “The first practice we had online was different 
from the first practice we had in person because we got to 
actually see and interact with each other in person and it 
was easier to go over cheers together. I definitely prefer in 
person practice more,” said Brooke Sutherland. 
 Although the group was able to put together the 
cheers online, being in person helps them all group togeth-
er and finally work together as a team. Being in person 
for practice made it all the more easy to create bonds and 
memories together. 
 Three year varsity member Reanna Maldonado 
said, “I would say that being online didn’t really give us the 
opportunity to engage with each other, whereas in person 
it was beneficial to be with each other due to communica-
Continued on page 12
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PP & B Poems 
Continued from page 2

because he had recently passed away and I hadn’t re-
ally talked about it so I thought this would be a good 
opportunity so express my feelings 
 Carolina’s inspiration came from her father. 
“What inspired me to write my poem is my dad’s 
strength. Seeing him every day waking up at 4 AM to 
go to work, coming home with a smile on his face, and 

in all reality knowing that he’s exhausted put things in 
perspective to me. It made me realize how grateful I 
am for him so I decided to write a poem about the day 
he got his surgery around three years ago. I remem-
bered all my crazy mixed emotions before, after, and 
during his surgery like if it had occurred yesterday. I 
titled my poem Todo Va Estar Bien because it’s the 
phrase my father would tell me which would repeat 
constantly in my head during his surgery. Todo Va Es-
tar Bien was not only inspired, but also dedicated to 
the strongest man I have ever known, my father, José 
Miguel Almaraz Escobedo.”
 For the Brush part of the competition, 29 stu-
dents, from 9-12 grades were selected to represent 
the school. 
 Senior Michael Sanchez was selected for his 
photograph, entitled For The Record.  
 “I had no intention of participating in this con-
test, but when I submitted my piece to my art teacher, 
Mrs. Pipp, she informed me that my work was very 
well put together and a great piece. She then told 
me I should submit to the contest and I said, ‘Oh why 
not.’

 My overall inspiration for this entry was to sim-
ply capture what my interests are really. I’ve recently 
started to collect records and had a record player, so I 
thought why not just simply take a photo of the thing 
I truly enjoy. For this specific piece it is supposed to 
be still life photography, but for my overall style of art, 
I’ve always just enjoyed showing the reality of what 
many people’s 
lives are like. I 
wish to portray 
something real 
and authentic, 
something that 
may be pleasing 
to the eye and 
giving my viewer 
a sense of com-
fort. One of my 
main things is 
that I don’t want 
to stress the 
viewer out too much with any hidden meaning or sym-
bolism behind my work, I simply just show them what 
it is. For me to find inspiration is quite simple, I just 
simply look at what’s around me. The life I surrounded 
myself around and things that make me who I am as an 
individual,” said Michael.
 Senior Leslie Villarruel Munguia entered her 
drawing, Look At Me I’m Falling and her mix media 
composition A World Through Her Eyes. 
 “It was a lot of fun to be a part of a contest to 
do what I love as well as show others my work. Some-
one that inspired me was my Art teacher, Mrs Pipp, 
because she thought my artwork was great and should 
be entered into this contest.  I actually do not have a 
certain style of art because I love to do everything, 
whether it’s building, 
painting, drawing, or 
using objects to make 

Top left: Junior Lo-
rena Mancilla’s entry 
Due 11:59. Top Right: 

Erick Sanchez’s 
drawning entry A 
Passion For Sneak-

ers.  Bottom  right:  
Anthony Sanchez’s 
mixed media entry  

untitled.

Continued on page 10
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Poll of the 
month

I
t’s good to know that when we get back physically 
to school in August, clubs will also come back. 
 Spanish teachers Ms. Fabiola Perez and Ms. Yes-
sica Montoya  are the first to announce a new club, 
Ballet Folklórico Club. Members will get to learn the 
dances, perform at school and outside of school. 

Members will get to make new 
friends and just have a great 
new experience plus you can 
try for a leadership role. You 
do not need any background 
in dancing and anyone can 
join. As of right now, this club 
is still in the process of being 
created but if you are interest-
ed please contact Ms. Perez or 
Ms. Montoya they would love 
to help you become a part of 
this new club.

New club on the horizon
Ashley Laib
Staff writer

Ballet  Folklórico
AT BLOOMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

Our f i rs t  in format ional  meet ing  wi l l  be  on:
 

THURSDAY |  APRIL  22  |  2 :30  PM -  3  PM
 

P lease  jo in  us !  At  th is  meet ing  you wi l l  be  ab le  to  learn  more
about  the  c lub ,  become an of f i c ia l  founding  member ,  and p ick

our  21-22  C lub Pres ident  and other  ro les  of  of f i ce .
 

V ideo ca l l  l ink :  ht tps : / /meet .google .com/fwm-eoam-xmb

MS.PÉREZ -  fab io la_perez@cjusd.net  |  MS.MONTOYA -  yess ica_montoya@cjusd.net

For  any  quest ions  p lease  contact  Ms.  Pérez  or  Ms.Montoya

LEARN ABOUT THE CULTURE OF BALLET FOLKLÓRICO DANCE

MEET NEW STUDENTS WITH S IMILAR INTEREST

PERFORM ALL  OVER THE SAN BERNARDINO COMMUNITY

BEGIN OR ADD TO YOUR CAREER IN DANCE 

art. Usually when I create my art, I like to make sure it 
involves a face because a face always portrays a cer-
tain type of emotion. My ideas come and go at random 
times of the day, whether it’s by watching movies or TV 
shows, and something catches my attention, so I make 
sure to write down and create them as soon as possi-
ble.
 Senior Sofia Eaton 
had three graphic art designs 
that were selected. “My fa-
vorite one out of three is 
Every Body Matters.  Two 
things inspired me; women 
being scared of their bod-
ies and BLM. I wanted to let 
everyone know that their 
bodies are perfect the way 
they are; there is no need to 
change.”

PP & B Poems 
Continued from page 9

If you were an animal or mythical creature, what would 
it be and why? 

Antonio Avila, Aracely Pamela, Brenden Cates 
Staff writers

“I think I would be a Yeti because there big and strong.” 
Issac Guerrero

“I would be a dragon because I would be able to fly and I can 
have any element as my power.” 

Juanito Hernandez 

“I would be a ghoul because I want to see what it’s like to be 
one. Tokyo Ghoul is my favorite show due to the main character 

being one.” 
Mathew Madrigal

“I think I would want to be a dragon because they seem so 
brave, respected and feared.” 

Pricilla Valdez 

“I think I would wanna be like a bird or something because I 
would be able to fly and see everything and everyone from high 

up.” 
Lizbeth Jaramillo 

“I would love to be a lion. They always symbolize strength and 
courage which I aspire to have.” 

Ivan Padron 

“If I were to choose an animal it would be a hummingbird 
because, from what I’ve seen, they’re always moving. They are 

super energetic and always looking for something sweet to 
drink which I also do the same.” 

Amy Villalobos 

“I would be a wolf because you can go on adventures with other 
wolves.” 

John Weird

“I would be a dog because I would like to feel how they feel by 
walking on the floor.” 

Alieen Cortes

“I would be a bear because I would be in the wild and live the 
life of a bear. I’d be able to hang out with other bears.” 

Monica Rivera

“I would be a cat because they’re usually really loved animals 
that are spoiled.” 

Joshua Frietze
Continued to page 12
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Y
ou. Yeah, you. Come here. *I pull my index finger forward and back in 
a beckoning motion.* 
 Yes, you’re in trouble. With the cases of the COVID currently on a 
bit of a nose dive, the students of Bloomington High School rejoiced 
after finally receiving word that graduation is now back on the table. 
But in an action that will certainly make the English department rejoice 

in unhealthy jubilation, I will beg the philosophical question of, “Why does the victory 
still taste so bitter?”
 Earianna Johnson said, “We. Were. Denied. Everything. From events comply-
ing to CDC guidelines to experimenting with new technology; the answer was simply 
“No.” It felt as though they gave up trying to make the class of 2021 (and 2020 for that 
matter) happy. Some teachers doubled down on assignments to compensate with the 

new environment and morale for a majority of student-led 
organizations are at an all time low. But hey, at least there’s 
a graduation, right?” 
  A hard-fought graduation at that. The idea of just 
graduating in a stadium was a hard-fought battle, that many, 
including myself, didn’t think was going to happen. 
  “The Seniors just never really got a Senior year. 

COVID robbed us from the opportunity to spend our final years with friends. However, 
I guess the good news is that it’ll make it easier to move on. It’s a bitter-sweet victory,” 
said Herbert Roger Vega. 
 Easier; it will be. Bitter-sweet? Most definitely. No student-led organization 
butted heads with the district harder then Ms. Misty Wright’s ASB team. From the 
very beginning of the virus, the organization sought to push the regulations and keep 
Senior spirits high. But there were so many struggles in just one year.
 Estephanie Pacheco, the ASB outreach director said, “I completely under-
stand where the district is coming from. At the end of the day, school is meant to 
be a safe place more than it is a fun one. But, with several other districts moving in 
paces leagues ahead of our own, it felt as though our district wasn’t even trying to 
compromise with the high schools under its care. I understand that they care about our 
well-being above all. But they didn’t try.”
 However, to say that the seniors were the only population impacted is a sore 
understatement. Several teachers on campus also suffered the challenges of the year.
 Mr. Mason Branham, the economics teacher, said, “Normally, teachers are 
really good and comfortable teaching.  Some of us were teaching before our students 

Victory

Student opinion

Continued to page 12
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were even born.  We are really good.  But, 
add a digital format and all our experience 
goes out the window. “
 Mr. Branham further explains, “...
Students are quite smart at playing dumb.  
You guys can figure out how to work a sys-
tem quite well.  You know that we can’t tell 
if you are lying about technical issues or 
if you are honestly having problems.  We 
have to assume the latter.  So, smart kids 
can find a way to maximize their results 
while minimizing their work.”
 Meanwhile, Mr. Vincent Lafarge 
elaborated further on the unrealistic  ex-
pectations placed on by the district. Mr. 
Lafarge chimed in and said,
 “The demand on teachers was 
greater in recreating a classroom environ-
ment while having to conduct administra-
tive tasks like attendance and Engagement 
reports. The majority of communication 
between teachers and students were done 
through email or some other form of elec-
tronic communication. This was another 
time consuming practice that was not real-
ly adequately addressed for teachers. As a 

teacher, it is already a challenge to get all 
the needed things completed.”
 The role of a teacher has always 
been a controversial one, even in an in 
person environment. It’s not uncommon 
to hear students complain how despicable 
teachers are, however for once the student 
population and the teachers may stand on 
common ground here. The COVID-19 virus 
was hard, really hard. The seniors did not 
get have the senior year they all aspired 
to have and many of the teachers did their 
best with what they had. But, it’s over now 
and we can only hope that the lessons 
learned this year are not forgotten. A bit-
ter-sweet victory is a victory nonetheless. 
 Mr. Shelby Ericson leaves us with 
some parting words. 
 “As your senior year ends, I think 
we should take time to consider how out-
standing the Class of 2021 is.  You have 
done things in a way no other class in the 
history of Bloomington High School has 
done.  And we have do it together.
  The COVID crisis has more effect 
on the lives of average Americans than any 

event that almost anyone can remember.  
Nothing since World War II, which was 
called ‘The Big One,’ has seen the lives 
of average Americans transformed in the 
ways in which they have been over the last 
fifteen months.  Only those at least in their 
eighties can remember those times, and 
they are a small proportion of the popula-
tion.
  You are the first class in the his-
tory of the school to complete your entire 
senior year online.  With all due respect to 
the Class of 2020, they only finished out 
the year, and only for one quarter.  You 
started this journey back in April of 2020, 
and have been out there ever since.  In 
that time you have learned to use online 
tools that you had never heard of two 
years ago, interacted with your teachers, 
turned in your assignments, passed your 
classes, and graduated.  In addition, many 
of you have passed Advanced Placement 
Exams, thereby earning college credit as 
well.  This makes you truly exceptional, 
and you have good reason to be proud of 
all that you have accomplished.  And we 
did it together as Bruins!!”
        Bleed Blue, Stay Gold!!--Mr. E

“I would like to be a cat so I can chill all day.” 
Gabriel Raya

“If I were to be an animal or mythical creature I would be an elephant 
since I always like to protect friends and family.” 

Sharon Fuentes

“I would be a cheetah since I would want to run fast and also be 
free.”  

Perla Rojero

“If I was a creature I would be Frankenstein’s monster because he 
was made by a scientist and one of the iconic monsters that has been 

around and can defeat vampires, werewolves, but inside he is also 
good and evil.” 
Felipe Arellano

“Honestly if I was an animal I would be a puppy because I’m nice and 
sweet and puppies are nice and sweet and many people told me I’m 

nice! “
Jordyn White

Poll of the month
Continued from page 10

tion face to face. being both online and face to face gave us 
a purpose to make lasting memories. This season has been a 
bit difficult but I believe we managed to get through it, well 
at least I did. I had fun getting to be with people who had the 
same interests as me, that being cheer.”
 All that practice online finally paid off and the girls 
were able to show off the uniforms and cheers they worked 
so hard on learning. The girls are now working hard as ever to 
perfect each cheer and are excited to attend as many games 
as possible this season.
 “I thought it was great! I mean I know we didn’t get 
the full experience but I was so glad we got to cheer this year. 
The first game was very overwhelming since it was my first 
time but I felt fine since both Coach Connie and Coach Em-
ily were there and the girls. I would do it again! The soccer 
games are definitely my favorite,” said Delilah Diaz. 

We are back*
Continued from page 8


